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To the Right Honourable 


ROBERT 


Earl of  Azesbury, 


One of the Lords of his Mijeſties moſt 
Honourable Privy-Coandl. 


My Lord, 

EET I have taken the Confidence to bave diſ- 

puted your Commurds, this Diſcourſe would 
not have needed that Protection, and Favour, which 
now it humbly begs. Not but that I am well aſſured, 
the DoFrines in it are truly Chriſtian, but it js ſent 
forth into an ill naturd, and Plotting Age, that will 
rot give tolerable entertainment to any Principles 
but ſuch as invite to Apoſtacy, and Rebellion. It is 
not therefore without extream Neceſſity, that I preſi 
to Tour Lordſbip, in this Dedicatien ; the wery 
aſſerting Primitive Religion, and Chriſtian Loyalty, 
will need ſuch a Patron. And though it is no Secret 
to the World, yet I cannot forbear declaring that I 
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cannot  beve ſuch a Defender as Tour $ elf, who jw 
ſo generouſly praSliſe both: thoſe Fertnes. I have 

feen in Tour Lordſhip ſuch Concernment for- the 
Crown, and the Eſtabliſh 4 Religion, that I might 
preſume of Patronage ; But I muſt beſeech Your Par- 
don too, that. I preſent this, ( of which I have ſo 
mean an Opinion my ſelf ) to a. Perſon for whom of 
all men, I have the greateſt Honour, and from whom 


I have received the greateſt Obligations. But You 
loved the SubjeSt, and therefore liked the Sermon, 
no Man ever having better joyned the Chriſtian” and 
the Statesman.. And truly.( my: Lord ) I have been 
entertaine4 with the greateſt Delight as well as Ad- 
wantage, in Tour. own Diſcourſes: of Loyalty, that 
it ſelf in Tou being founded upon Principles truly 
Noble and Brave; not living upon future ExpeGances, 
but ſerving Your Prince, as Tow do Tour God," by 
the Engagements of pure Love, and undeſigning 
Vertne : And therefore in all Changes Tou was at- 
ways Tour Self, no Change of State making Tou 


change Your. Party. This 5s removed as far from 


Untruth, as it is from Flattery, that You can no 
more forſa ke Tour King nor Your Religion, than To# 
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can Tour Self, being one that values not Your Fortune, 


nor Tour Greatneſs, above Tour Vertnes. And as 
to this, all men that know Ton will. allow the Cha- 
rater, ſo it is my happineſs, as well as intereſt, that 
[ can teſtifie it by a daily Experience, having the. 


honour of beins 


. 

- 

: My Lord,. 

/ 

: Your Lordſhips moſt humbl: 


and obedient Chaplain, 


Tho. Pomfret. 


SERMON 


1: S. PE T. 1.20; 21. 


But if when ye do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take 
it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For 
even hereunto were ye called. 


T is not unknown to any man who has heard 
the Sermons, or read the Books, or remem- 
bers the Practices of all ſorts of Diſſenters from 
the Church of England, but that they have been 
a People not only the moſt ungovernable, bue 
alſo the moſt deſtruttive to the Peace, and Digni- 
ty, and Lives of Princes. Ir cannot therefore be 
any thing ſtrange, to hear by the King's Declara- 
ration, of a Conſpiracy complotted againſt His 
own Life and Government, ſince it is by ſuch, 
whoſe very Principles do ſo naturally tend to 
Scdition, and Bloud. And tho indeed by God's 
wonderful Providence, His Majeſty hath been 
hicherto deliver'd from the Malicious, Unchriſtian, 
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and crue] Deſigns of theſe men ; yer I cannot 
ſee, without a continuation bi Miracles, how it 
1s poſſible for our Government and Religion, to 
be render'd'in any «degree fafe, unleſs ſuch Poſe- 
{tons be rovtcd out, and' renounced, which plain- 
ly lead ro diſturb and ruin Kingdoms. For ſince 
the Supreme Power, .is both by Gods expres 
Order, and the conſent of all Nations, abſolute 
and unaccountable ; if you once take the Sword: ' 
out of the Magiſtrate's hand, and pur it into the 
Peoples, that Naion is pre ſently 1 in a ſtate of War, 
and every man may thruſt his dagger into his 
Neighbours fide, it he has a ſtronger Arm, and a 
more bloudy mind. To prevent this ; by Gods 
Ordinance, and the agreement of all Common- 
wealths, the Supreme Power oyly is to bear the 
Sword, and that to defend every mans Right, 
but no man to riſe up, pon any Pretence whatſo- 
ever againſt that. A concluſion this, that is foun- 
ded by God and Nature, Reaſon adhd Religion, 
and has been conſented to by all good Chriſtians, 
and wiſer Heathens. | 

But ſome hot and troubleſome men amongſt 
us, given-up to Rage and Ambition, have torn up 
the Foundations of Peace and Government, and 
will endure neither Kings, nor their Laws; ; but 
hate their- 'Power, and' would violate their Per- 
{pns to bring, in-their own Devices, -and inlarge 
their 
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their Griiadeurs.-: Nay, and that-Chriftianicy it 
(el, which igithe greateſt abligatios;' jo: all. the 
World, t0:[Peace: and Qhediagict, .might ſhave no: 
efte&.towatds the preſervation bf Gads Vice-Ge- 
rents; they will: make the Ghiyfttan Religion, the 
pretange @.Rebellion, andifoo the,conceraments 
of -. God; ) pratife :diveftly oppelite to all his 
Commandments; i and amonight) the! reſt, evi- 
dently againſt 'this of 'the/ Text; where we are 
injoyn'd to ſaffat;othatighrit/be for doing well. 
Paſſive Obedience, which is a patient and mild 
ſulfering the bard, and : yojult whages of Kings, 
| being both the Chriſtians .duty, and.prafeſſion; 
| that at once he might poleſs his mind 1a patience, 
and lecuregthe Piiblick Qyjet.. q | 
But this meek and Chriftian. Principle, was of 
late called to an account ; and by Arguments of 
railery-andi contempt, indeayourcd;to:be hooted 
Qur of the:\Workd ;- agd refprelented tf he mean 
and baſe, :tamely toſufter evil, andifarimore ho- 
nourable to be inroll'd amongſt the Banditi, and 
Reffians, than-in the Catalogue. of -Mertyrs.. | 
And accordingly\so give the\more;cantidence 
to:their horrid plot,the Chaplain, and:the Goliah 
of the Conſpiracy was ſent forth ta«bid.defyance, 
to God, and the King, and the whole Army of 
Martyrs; aad:to.tell che-Workl,ghat:his. Malters 
were men ,of that mettle, that with his. own. 
B Tuliax 
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Julien, they would turn Apoſtates'to'all' Religi- 
on, and rather than ſufter as Chriſtians, ron: "x 
rate in Treaſon. . Upon this principle their wicked 
Deſign procceded,/and theretore'it is-but' needfu} 
chat ir be conſider'd, and: for the' future ( if pofli- 
ble ) prevented: which:T ſhall endeavour from 
the Text"; wherg| wo have-a paſlive Obedience 
commended ; | Gbd'sracceptarion of 'it ; and our 
own calling: to it;'- Which' ſhall "render more | 
pain 10 theſe following: Propoſitions. 0! 1101 
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we #re-bound to do well, 


I. That as Chviftians,' 
though we ſuffer. 


1 
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I. HY hen we do well; 'and fuffer foriit; 66 miſt 


take it patiently. 


Hl. If we do well, and according to the Chriftian 
-Rule, we will rather (ſuffer patiently than 
reſift the power by which we ſuffer. 


IV. That as all theſe are acceptable to God, "fo 
to thenr all, we are call'd by owr Religion : 
it is both the duty, and end of our Chriſtian 


Vocation. 


I. That we muſt do well, though we ſuffer for 
#. And indeed having this Confcience, that we 
do 


" Staedand ' Aﬀeried. 


do well, it will be eafie to ſuffer! the uemoſt that 
we fear, or the- worſt that men threaten : keep 
the Conſcience but clear of guilt, and the ſuffer- 
ing though it bring ſmart, can do us no miſchief. 
Only here, both the Prudence and Innocence, of 
4 Chriſtian does require, that we bring not ſut- 
fering upon vur ſelves for evil doing. - A caution 
S. Peter, choughr neceſſary; rhat -the ſufferings of 
his time might be truly Chriſtian. 1 Ep. iv. x 5. But 
let none of you ſuffer as a Murdeter, - or 'as a Thief, 
or as an Ewil-doer, or as a Buſy-boly in other mens 
matters. All Evils as they have their proper and 
legal Remedies, fo too'there' ate peculiar, and 
diſtint* Phyſicians. - The maladies of che. State, 
and the corruptions of the Church, muſt be purg d 
by the Governours of both : and though private 
Subjects may condole the miſcarriages in Govern- 
ment, 'or 'innovations'in Religion,” yet they muſt 
not without 'due Power and legal Authority, turn 
State-menders 'and © Church-reformers. Many 
things may be neceſſary,” and well done if accom- 
pliſh'd' by diie' means: ſo- that! we are-ro conſi- 
der” tiot only ' the goodneſs ' or | necelli ity of the 
thing, but alſo what we have ro do'in it. For 
St. Per you ſee" ranks the Bujy-boty; with very 
ll Compaiiibris, Thieves and Marderers'; enough 
one would" think ''t6" reſtrain all. People, fron 
meriding what they ate;not- concern'd "in; and to 
B 2 aſſure 
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aſſure them, tha if they. ſuffer as as Bayy-bodjes, it it 
is fo far kom dying as Chriſtians, that it is with, 
ſhame and diſgrate, it being the Caule, not. the 
Death, that gryes both the Martyrdom, and the 
Honour. Henee St. Poul in his own, juſtification,, 
when he was Accuſed of the Fews,' told Felix, 
that they neither found him with multitudes, vor: 
with tumnlt, Af. xxiv. 18. and challenges his 
Accuſers at werſ. 20. if they could! find, any evil- 
doing in him. He bad done nothing againſt their 
Laws nor Goverament, be heads-no Fachon, nor 
s concern'd in any Confults for the deſtruQion 
of Ceſar, and by thele things he teſtifies. bjs 'Re- 
ligion and Innocence. No- man enght4q0-think, 
that he ſdffers with honour, who 1s. {o. far from 
ſuffering for downg well, that he does an Evil 
co prevent that which he feats: co luffer. The 
caſe this ,, of all Plotters againſt Goverament: ; 
they fear, or at leaſt ipretend fome: Eval to their 
Perſons and Eſtates, = the. unhmited Power 
of the Prince, 'and then agaialt, the Laws both 
of God+and: Man, conſpire his: FU And can 
theſe men 'be allowed to fufter for doing well ; 
who dye as Criminals to the Laws both-gf [Heazen 
and Earth ?\the Law of Gad. requizing (that no 
il Action be \dohe to- preventithe, greateſt $ut- 
ering 3 and the Laws of Men candemning,them 
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time, Chriſtian meckaels 1s loſt t9o, which com- 

mands us ; | though we do well, .and- yet ſuffer, 

to take it patiently : which is my Second Pro- 
ſition. 

I. When we do well, and! ſuffer for it, we muſt 
take it patiently. Patience it is, that, makes our 
ſuffering eaite 5 that fanns us with. {weet and 
pleaſant gales, when the hires are aboyt us; that 
rocks: 11s 'afleep tm-the ,midſi of  tormenry :: our 
own. impatience being the greateſt/ trouble ; both 
aggravating the other, and'aMiQting more (ſharply 
by it ſelf, It was Chriſt's coammand.to his Diſct- - 

esz and in them to: all Chriſtians, {peaking ro 
them about the Perfeeutians- of , the Jaſt. times, 
S. Luke, xxi. 19. In Patience poſſeſs ye your Souls. 
He foretold 'em what they ſhoyld expeR, wer/. 122. 
and fo: onward, to he perſerwted,” to be .deliver'd 
up. tothe Synagogues, impriſar d,; and betrayed by 
Kindred, by Parents, by : Brethren, to be pt to 
death, and hated of all men for his ſake : yet tor 
all-that, in Patience poſſeſs ye your. Squls. 
 Naw'to fuffer patiently, wtirſt, to be content 
with what we ſuffer : :and if once thug we-were, . 
our murmuring. would ceafe, our gradgings were 
at an: eng 3. we would no ——_—_— Highs 
Prieft, wor ſpeak evil of the Ruler of bys People : 
much leſs, combine to remoye thoſe Princes whom 
our own. Fret and Malice, and Ambition, oy 
= 
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make uneaſie. We would not err at ſtraws; 
nor no mountains caſt upon uvs-would unſettle'ns, 
would ſhake our Loyalty ; ſuch is' the Power, 
and vertue of a contented paticnce. 

Yet that's nor all. He is content with his Fortune 
that neither repines nor murmurs at it ; this ma 
be Heathen patience, but it is not Chriſtian. T hat 
man only is Chriſtianly patient, that ſecondly, is 
chearful in it ; does not only quietly and fercnely 
ſuffer wrong, but rezoyces in it. - 'Fhis; the true 
Martyrs patience; 'fuch as St. Paul {peaks of the 
firſt Chriſtians, who took joyfully rhe ſpoyling 
of their goods, knowing that' in Heaven oy 
had a more induring ſubſtance, ' 

This cheerfulneſs lomerimes works to a Rei Igna- 
tion, ſometimes ariſes from it; however a full 
Reſignation of our ſelves into the hands of God, 
is always a companion: of, and a'neceffary inpre- 
dient, and muſt be the third in Chriſtian Pati- 
ence. He ſuffers patiently, that ſuffers without 
reluQance, that is fo at the diſpoſe of the 'Al- 
mighty, that he has not ſo much as a defire, or 
wiſh within him, for any thing concerning | his 
tnbulation, --or iſſhe of «, but what 'it pleaſes 
God to: make him ; who 1s 'content to” live in 
torment, or die in pain; or change* his'condirion 
as often, 'and as' many ways as it ſhall ſeem beſt 
to the wiſdome of his Heavenly Father: this 

is 
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is perfe& Patience, and this is patiently co ſuffer 
as Chriſtians. 3 rr + 
There are who would be counted ſuch; whom 


yet every thing diſturbs, whom every little ſuffer- 


ing diſcontents, who are always repining at ſupe- 


.niour Powers, who upon eyery petty | aan 


ſpeak evil of Authority, whoſe haſty delires never 
wait God's leiſure, But ſeek out ſpeedy, and un- 
lawful Remedies to themſelves ; ard yet will needs 
be-counted paticnt men, the only Martyrs. . But 
call- we: this Patience; to, Rage againſt Govern- 
ment 2, Nay, and when we are. juſtly ſentenced 
for our faults, even then to ſuftcr with reviling 


. mouths, and ſediczous, ſpeeches ! neither to truſt 


our Deliverance to God's - Provideiice, ' nor - our 
ſafety to the Laws | not only to preſcribe to 
God, means, and time, to. help them ; but Con- 
ſpice by the moſt diſhonourable, : as well as the 
moſt wicked ways to free themſelves, from ſuch 


miſchiefs which only their own folly and malice 


have created to themſelves !.' Plotting thus againſt 
their. own Peace, by needleſs jealouſies,, and then 
make thae very jealouſte, a- ſufficient grouud to- 
contrive. the King's ruin !: Certainly; theſe men, 


-liave|other principles than- what Chriſt left them ; 


who being reviled, reviled not-again, who when 
he ſuffered, threatned'not, but committed him- 
(elf to him that judgeth righteouſly ; who yet 
had. 
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Gs had full power to have judg'd them himſelf : 


only that he might leave us an Example; how 
to beta diy ſelves When mer oppreſs 1s; to 
be content when men opprets us, ro be vontent 
with it, chearful under it, atid refer the reſt to 
God. And' this will make "way for my third 


| 


Propoſition: ' ' 

II. IF we do well, we Will rather ſuffer "pati- 
ently, than take rewenge upon, or reſiſt +be Power ' 
- which God has ſet over 448, If the Authority be 
juſt, Obedience 'is-neceflary !;' not always'to do 
what is commanded, fort may beEvil ; and rhen 
God muſt be obey'd, not man: yet ro many fo 
'much Obedience, even mn that, is: due, as:to/fub- 


mic patiently to the penalty! is inflicted: on us, 
-chough'it be unjuſt, 
Indeed naturally, every 'rhan has::a Right of 
"Reſiſtance, to 'repetl'an 'Injivy from: Himſelf : 
et this his /private power, !for -peace and {qui 
fake, is reftrain'd wi Sloabo that Seigherion 
power under whith' he '#s:/ 110 that being a 
"Member of 'a 'Commen-wealch, or Kingdom, he 
has'no Reſiftance!Jawfall, (permitted co-tfim, (but 
-what-is'induſged 'or comittanded/to thim/by:rhe 
Law winder which he live ; which cerratmly- de- 
nies him-any - reſiftance| of the>fupreme Powers it 
-itifelf, 'be 'it wha it wil; '&ffe 'were there no 
'way-left to quiet iany timeithe Seditious,'or con- 


ſerve 
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- ſerve, the . publick peace, neither could the Ma- 


jeſty of the ſupreme Authority be defended, were 
there left to the Subjedts a liberty to gainſay, or 
withſtand, much leſs to reſiſt it : whence it comes, 
that there are ſo many cautelous, and even ſcru- 
pulous Laws, invented by Parliament, to kee 
the Perſon, and Power, and Dignity, of the ſis 
xeme Governour Sacred and Inviolable. 
Therefore as to that prgtence, that by nature 
we have a freedome to withſtand force, by force, 
and may deliver our ſclves by the deſtruction of 
that Power which would inſlave us ; it is to be 
conlider'd. . That in all eſtabliſh'd Governments 
the People have deveſted themſelves from the 
rights and practices of thoſe Liberties, and De- 
fences, which otherwiſe they might make, and 
enjoy. For becauſe it was ſoon found <ut that 
every {ingle man would be a Prey to any other 
that was ſtronger than himlelt, therefore all 
people thought ir neceſſary to combine themlclves 
into Societies, . and unite their Strength by put- 
ting it all into the hand of one man, who thould 
defend all the reſt. Now the Concluſion from 
hence is ; if the power of defending, and revenging 
of wrongs, be committed by the People, to one 
Man, for the ends of Government, then this 
Power is given from themſelves, and ſtated in 
the Supreme, there to remain. The ſame natural 
C reaſon 
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reaſon that makes Government neceſſary, making 
it as neceſlary that the Governour be obeyed : 
but then he cannot be judg'd, nor he moſt not be 
reliſted ; for the Supreme cannot be both above 
and under the People : bur it is fo, if the People 
can avenge their own wrongs ; for that which 
avenges mult alſo be {upreme ; which becauſe 
in no Monarchy the People are, therefore they 
muſt be quiet, and patient ; for how can they | 
right themſelves agamſt him whom they cannot 
call to judgement ? 

The very Heathens ſaw this neceſſary ſubjeQi>- 
on without any other light- than what Nature 

ave them. Princip ſuarmmm imperium Dii dede- 
runt, ſubditis obſequia gloria relicta eft, ſays Taci- 
t#5. The divine Power has given the ſapreme 
Arbitrament of all things to the Prince, the only 
glory left to Subjzets is Obedience. Aqunm atg; 
iniquum Regis imperium feras. Seneca. The Kings 
Command, be it juſt or unjuſt, muſt be ſuffer'd. 
Apyrrs «aw, is all the reaſon Exripides gave in this 
cale, Governours they ate, and therefore muſt 
be obeyed. 

Nor was Paſſive Obedience due only to the 
ſupreme Magiſtrate, but toall the'reſt proportio- 
_ to inferiour Governours, to Fathers, and 
Maſters. It was Roman Law, Miles qui caftigare 
volenti Centuriont reſiſterit, ſi vitem tennit, militiam 
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mutat, [i ex mdiftria freeit, vel panini Centuriont in- 
tnht, capite pupitur. Thar Svuldier which” reſiſts 
his Captain when he comes to beat him for his 
faults, if he Jay hold upon his Commander's 
Cudgel, ſhalt be preſently dilcarded, bur if he 
break it, or lay hold upon him, he ſhall die tor 
it, Ariſtotle though he ſpoke nor Law, {poke the 
ground of it, when he faid, 'E: apylw tg imumates 
s 6 FOIA 7 og It a Magiſtrate ſtrike us, we 
muſt not ſtrike agam. And Cicero for our- Pa- 
rents fays the ſame : Non modo reticere homines 
parentum injurias, ſed etiam equo animo ferre oportet, 
We muſt bear our Parents injuries with filence 
and patience ; ſo natural Picty does enjoin us : 
Servants were bound to a more ſtrict obedience 
to their Maſters by the Civil-Laws, which are 
nothing elſe but Concluftons deduced from the 
Principles of Natural Reafon, and are in this, 
back'd by the Judicr]. Thus even Nature tanght 
them, which yet makes all cquat, but however 
born ro be obedient co the ſtare, wherein they 
are to be. 

And all this is bat reafon, for the inferrowr 
having either by voluntary Choice as Servants, or 
by Natural deſcent as Children, or by condition 
of ſtate or ſucckſſion'as' StbjeSke," grver up their 

right of "All; and the Uiſpofe of: them(clves 
to the wifdome and diſcretion' of their Governors, 
C 2 -_* have 
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have no reaſon to. reſiſt their Commands and In-- 
junctions, becavſe in fo. doing they contradi& 
themſelves : firſt willing and deſiring one thing 
in their ſupreme Governour, ( who -1s. vertually 
each of them ) and then the contrary by a new 
afſcction of their own. 

'Tis requiſite therefore that one of theſe be 
repeal'd, the firſt is not now in our power to do, 
'tis out of our hand, without a limitation. The 
ſecond thercfore we muſt correct, either by ſub- 
mitting to what the other ſhall think juſt, or by 
ſuffering for tranſgreſſing it, when we cannot do 
It with a fafe and quiet Conſcience... _ 

Yet in all chis, with St. Auguſtine's order, Si 
aliquid juſſerit Curator, faciendum, non tamen ſi con- 
tra Proconſul jubeat ; ant f: Conſul aliquid jubeat, &y 
alind Imperator, non utique eontemnis poteſtatem, 
ſed eligis majort ſervire : If. an inferiour Magi- 
ſtrate command, we muſt Obey ; yet it the ſupe- 
riour Injoyn the contrary, we muſt ſuffer the 
inferiour's. violence againſt us ;, but do; what the 
ſuperiour bids us. 

But, I Jeave Nature and. Reafon, : becauſe men 
have forgot them, and I might upon: the ſame 
account omit Scripture alſo, but. it-is:the. Word 
of Eternal Truth, and we muſt, not-:{lightly paſs 
over it. And in it how read we ?::In the Old 
Teſtament, at the. firſt inſtitution: of. Kings, 


I. Sam. 
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1 Sam. 8. 11. when he had told them how their 
King ſbould uſe them, uſurp upon their Land and 
Vineyards, and Wives and Children, and take of them © 
what he pleaſed, What then ? ſhall they liſt up 
themlelves, and ſtir againſt him ? No, ye ſhall cry 
out in that day for the King which ye have choſen 
you. verl. 18: / 

There is all the remedy you have in caſe of 
bis Tyranny and Oppreſiton, to cry out in that 
day unto the Lord. And it is_ ſtrange if any 
Licenſe ok Reſiſtance was ever granted by Al- 
mighty God, that in a People fo obſtinate, ſo 
ready. to perverſeneſs, as the Jews, we never read 
of any Party that roſe up agarſt their Kings, 
(though wicked and ungodly ) to vindicate them- 
ſelves from their unjiſt Grievances ; which muſt 
needs ariſe by the Idolatry of ſuch who Rul'd 
over them ; unleſs ſuch who were peculiarly Au-- 
thorrzd from Heaven, or ſuch whoſe Actions 
xe Recorded for Hiltory, and Teſtimony of God's 
Providence in ſuffering them, not of his Teſtimony: 
n approving them. ' 

Nay more ; the very Idols of the Heathens, 
how grievous ſoever to the devout and pious 
Souls, were not demoliſh'd by. any private hand, 
they were fain to ſuffer ir, it being not juſtly in 
their power to do otherwiſe... And you may ' 
read of the indiſcreet Zeal of a+ Chriſtian _ | 
W ; 
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who againſt the Emperours Command or t olerz- 
tion, throwing down an Idols Temple, was the 
occaſion of a violent perſecution. God is a God 
of Order, and would have none go beyond their 
bounds, but do their dury, .and\ commit the reſt 
ro his wiſer diſpoſal. 

But however not to refiſt, for that of all the 
reſt is incompatible with Suffering, Jon nmſt there- 
fore needs be ſubject, Rom. xii. 5. For to ſay no ' 
more, wr aL a ref eth the Pozer, reſiſteth the 
Ordinance of God, and they that reſiſt /Omll receive 
to themſelves Janination. Ie is in vain to lay 
more, being ſo plain to any man to underſtand, 
that ſeriouſly thinks of a Day of Judgment ; 
when all the dawbing of Liberty, and Property, 
and Religion, ſhall be wiped off, and no pretence 
nor diſtinction fatishe againſt the 'Evidence of 
Truth, and fo plain expreſtions. 

And if you pleaſe to have any moreof God's 
mind, you ſha!l fee in Scripture, that He is (6 
tender of Kings, that not only they ſhall not be 
ill uſcd, but not ſo much as il].chought, or {poke 
of, Feel. X. Io. Curſe not the King, no not in 
thy thought. Nay, and to prevent all Rebellion 
from ſhrouding it ſelf ale the new invented 
terms of: Heats and Stirs, God himſelf has de- 
clared, Prow. xxx. 31. Where the word of 4 
King ic there 1s power, aud who can fay unto him 

What 
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What doeft thou ? Againſt him there is no riſing 
up. 
This perhaps all men will agree to, but when 
the Prince 1s evil, and does wrong, invades Pro- 
pzrty, and imtrenches upon Liberty, or indangers 
our Religion. For what then ? Why the Rule 
in Scripture relates to ſuch Princes that are ſu 
3d to be Evil; for no man will Curſe him 
whom he thinks to be good and gracious , but be 
he never fo Evil, Curſe him not, no not in thy 
Mind, much leſs with thy Tongue, and then to 
be ſure to do him no harm with thy Hand, when 
thou muſt not ſo-much as intend, or with it in 
thy Thought. Reſet not Evil is our Saviour's 
injunction, Mat. v. 39. we muſt hurt no man, 
nay not that man from whom we receive hurt ; 
for no man muſt be his own Avenger. If a 
private hand does me an Injury, I have no way 
to defend my ſelf, but by the Magiſtrate and by 
the Law. But then if my Prince does me Evil, 
how (hall I reader Evil back to him ? It muſt be 
by ſome Power ſuperiour to his, but that is none 
but Gods. Here therefore St. Paul's Rule comes 
m, Roye. xii. 37. Not to render Evil for Evil, but 
to give place to wrath, that is, tothe Divine Ven-- 
geance. Evil Princes are to be referred to that; | 
and to this agree our Laws, declaring, That the 
King receives his Power only from Gods _— 
and ' 
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and therefore be is accountable ozly at His Tri- 
bunal. 

Well ; but then the People are burn an ill. 
condition : for-if Kings who are for our defence 
ſhall curn Wolves, and deſtroy us; inſtead of being 
Nurſing-Fathers, jhall cat up their Children; if 
againſt Law, they ſhall impoſe upon our Liber- 
tics and our Conſciences, and nor allow a legal 
freedom 1n our Eſtates, and Religion, what then? 
why ! the queſtion ſii}] 1s, whether they be Kings, 
or not ? For if they be ſupreme, we cannor con- 
troul, nor correct what is above us. Our preſent 
remedy is Patience, and we muſt Jeave all the 
reſt to God's Care and Puniſhment ; for we our 
{elves are tyed up, and we muſt not reliſt. 

And fay, there is any Caſe in which we 
mighr ; what Caſe is that ? I hope we ſhall not 
admit it in all; but theh if you admic but one, 
that will be as bad, for ſeditious People will be 
ſure their Cale ſhall be that. And it in any caſe 
at all, it muſt be certainly in the Caſe of Rel+- 
gion ; and here indeed all our Rebells croud 
in. Ay, but the Scriptures which teach our 
| Religion; will not allow it in that Caſe neither: 
For even then, when the Emperours perſecuted 
Chriſtianity, and-lived upon Blood, and ſatisfied 
both their Malice 'and their Pleaſure in the death 
of Chriſtians: Yet ſtill ſays St. Paul, ye mult 

| be 


be ſubze&, and ye muſt not refiſt, - for that will 
be your "damnation; and you had better dye 
Martyrs than Rebelſs, Upon this reaſvn the 
Chriſtians always laid down their weapons, and 


; 

, WI Hifred up th: irhands in Prayer, threw away their 
\ WU Swords and took up the Croſs, and fought for no 
p 


Crowns but thoſe of Martyrdom. 

Yet ſti'l, we hope we may be concerned for 
the Publick, not that we have any private quar- 
rels againſt the King, or particular deſizns to make 
our ſelves great : but however as Patriots of the 
:  Pcople; and Repreſentatives of our Countrey, we 
. W muſt prevent miſchief, and not ſuffer the Com- 
WW mon-Wealth to be deſtroyed : and therefore it 

may be more adviſcable to cut off a dangerous 
- B Prince, than Jeave it in his eletion and power 
8 to deſtroy Liberty, and Property, and Religion. 
By this ſpecious pretence it 1s, that our Proteſtant 
Diſſenters cover, and detend their malicious pu: 

{us : not remembring the Chriſtian Rule given 
by St. Panl, Rom. in. 8. Not to do Evil that Good 
| may come of it. Thoſe miſchiets which we tear 
-B hereafter, if they cannot lawfully be diverted, 
: Y muſt be entertain'd whenever they ſhall happen, 
[With patience and ſubmillion : ard, as in thar, 
[there is more Chriſtianity, ſo too more Prudence; 
and a nobler Courace; for thus we preſerve the 


preſent Peace, leave future things to the difpo- 
D ſirions 
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ſirions of Providence, and our own preſervation, 
to the Laws and an harmleſs Innocence. We 
have zort of hot-headed Republicans, reprobating 
the Rights of the King, and the nobleſt Subjed, 
by a kind of abfolute and irreſpeciive Decree, a 
gainſt Religion, Common-juftice, and. the "3 ol 
not con{iJering-in the leaft, the fatal conſequers 
ccs, and horrid injuſtice ; {o-they can bur wreck 
theie malice upon: the beſt: of Kings, and the, 
moſt generous of Brothers / But allowing thoſe 
things by which they would blacken them ; are 
we to preſcrve that. which they call Proteſtant Re- 
ligion, ( a compoſition of fo many, that in the 
whole maſs it is: none at all ) againſt all the 
Rules we are to take from ou: common Chriſti- 
anity, as well as natural Juſtice ? Not to do Evil 
that Good may come- of it, is the direQtion of our 
Bible ; not to punt that upon another which we 
would not endure that: orhers ſhould put upon 
us, is the Rule of Equity ; and not to fer the Na- 
tion into a priſcne flame, for fear heareaſter a 
rempeſtious Prirce ſhould Govern it, is I preſume, 
a conaluli-n trom Policy. And though Self-pre- 
ſervation be a very dear Principle, yet certainly 
nor to be p-4ſved hy the violation of thoſe 
FR. i>hrs thar are cſiavli.1'd by Divine and Humane 
Laws. 
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| Theſe are the things that we have fo long, and 
ſo juſtly complain'd of in the Tenets and Pradti- 
ces of our Adyerſaries of Rome : but whilſt we 
thus fear, and ſtrive, and cry out againſt Popery, 
ſhall we our ſelves maintain one of the ſaddeſt 
points of ie; in our Aﬀeonting, Oppoſing, and 
Compiruig againſt Kings ? glorying ſo lang in 
the Word Proteſtant, till we altogether diſclaim 
the Chriſtian 3 and by a prerence of Zeal againſt 
one Religion, be@wme a ſcandal, and a ſhame to 
all ! For as to Government you cannot tell me 
which is worſt, the Romaniſt or the Diſſenter : 
tor if the King be inferiour ro the Pope, as the 
Jeſuits, or to the Presbytery and People, as the 
other do affirm ; it is but charging him wich mil- 
demeanors in Government, and then ſcrting up 
the Paſtoral-Staff of Et. Peter, or the Standard 
of Chrift, and you may call hin to an account 
with Sword and Blunderbuſi, and yet bs Tnnocear. 
Thus the Scepter ol the P.inc:, be ir under the 
Keys of St. Peter, or the Kirk of St. Andrew, (hall 
be Depos'd by every proud Prieſt or pragmati- 
cal Presbyter; and it will be all one to the Mo- 
narchy which prevails, the Pope or the FaCtion. 
Nor is it any great matter what our Pecple call 
th-mſe!ves, or of what Church they are; for [+ 
am ſure it they be Rebels, they cannot be good 
Chriſtians. Therctore I was always of Opinion, 
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that thoſe men who can think it Jawtul to fight 
agairſt their Prince, were the rankeſt Hypocrites 
in their pretences to Religion : for ſuch whoſe 
Conſciences are Armour of proof againſt the plain 
demonſtration of duty, will ſtick at no other lin, 
when their Ambition or Intereſt, invites them to 
it. I have theretore contmually wonder'd tow 
ſuch, as might eaſily be oblerved both to ſpeak 
and praGiſe i] things againſt the Government, 
could ever be thought ro beGſober, and Pious 
People : remembring that when St. Jude was 
giving an account of baſe and wicked men, as a 
part of their Charatter tells us, they deſpiſe Do- 
minion, and ſpeaks evil of Dignities ; which as he 
makes the mark of a prophane and wicked perſon, 
fo the Apoſtle aggravates it, by obſerving that it 
is an uſing the Prince worſe than St. Michael would 
the Devil, againſt whom he brought no railing 
accuſation. . To which meek and Chriſtian temper 
we ſhall the ſooner be perſuaded by conſidering 
the laſt Propoſition. 

IV. That to do well, and fuffer patiently, is in- 
cumbent upon us, by the Religion we profeſs. To 
this we are call'd, to do-well, and yet ſuffer, to 
do well though we fuffir, ro ſuffer patiently, nay 
and to chooſe to ſuffer, rather. than reſiſt, or 
mſec up.. 
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It is Cowardite, not Chriftianity to-deliſt from 
doing well, for fear of - ſuffering evil ; nor are 
dangers or undoing, or-death ic (elf, Fleas ſufli- 
cient to excuſe us from the performance of what 
x jaſt ard good: for this, ſays S. Peter, is the will 
of God, that with well-doing ye may pnt to filence 
the ienorazce of fooliſh me. verl. 15, 16. as free, 
but not uſing your liberty as a cloak of maliciouſneſs 
but as the Servants of God ; that is, as thoſe who 
are called to imitate the Patience of a Crucified 
Lord and Maſter. Chriſt gave his Diſciples the 
exaQteſt Rule of Patience, fay the Ancient Fathers, 
not only, not to re(iſt, butnot to ſeem to go about 
t; and from this place in the Text, and werſ. 12. 
13, 14, 15, 16. of the Fourth Chapter they 
gather ic, and ro Chriſts Example they conform 
it ; whoſe Example is propounded to-. us in the- 
following verſes; who exalted alfo every vertue, 
and therefore this of Patience and Obedience, to 
their juſt perfeftion, and ſo erjoyns it to his 
Diſciples. This made the Chriſtian Church grow 
up to its height and ſplendour ; for it was not 
the Sword of Fighting Men, but the Bloud of 
Patient” Chriſtians, that ſpread the Name of 
Chriſt, and fo gloriouſly defended it ; it betag the 
Chriſtians Principle to Suffer for his Name, not 
fight for ir, but to. be ſure rather to Suffer, than 
Rebcll.. 
| And. 
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And it you ask the firſt times of Chriſtianity, 


both their Aftions and Words expreſs as much, 


The Thebean Legion conſiſting of near Seven 
Thouſand Chriſtians, when the Emperour Maxi- 
atinian, under pain of death, commanded them 
to Sacrifice to Idols, what did they ? they ſtood 
not upon their guard, though they could eaſily 
have done it, but ſuffered rhem(elves to be deci- 
mated by the hands of ſome few Execcutioners , 
ſent on purpole, and after that they threw down 
their weapons, . and ſubmitted their Necks and 
unarmed Bodies, to the' Sword of the Tyrant. 
Hoc ſolum renimiſcentes, (lays the Story ) ſe illum 
confitert, qui nec reclamando ad occiſionem ductus eſt, 
only remembring this, that they confeſled them- 
ſelves to b= lis Diſciples, who was led like a Lamb 
dumb before his ſbearers, who did not open his 
mouth. And we read of as great a number un- 
der Valens the Arrian Emperour, who without 
any reſiſtance, ſubmitted themſelves to his Fury 
and Violence. 
Nor was ir as the Author of Julian pretends 
( though againſt all the faich of Hiſtory ) that 
in theſe Examples there wanted power of Re- 
fiſtance ; and Tertullian tells. the Emperour as 
moc'h, Externi ſums, &, veſira onnia implevi- 
mus, Oc. ui bello non idonti, non prompti fuiſſe- 
mus, etiam copiis impares ; qui tan hbenter truci- 
damur 
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damnr, ſi non apud iſtam diſciplinam, magis occids 
liciret, quam occidere, What Armies ( ſays he ) 
were we not ſufficient to grapple wich, though 
. we were fewer, who are yet fo willingly ſlain, 
if by our Religion it were not more lawful to 
ſuffer, and be kilFd, rarher than to kill athers, by 
def:nding our felves. S. Cyprian ſays as much: 
and Lactantins thus expreties Patience : Ideo cre 


tam nefanda perpetinmr, ne verbo quidem relucta- 


mur, ſed Deo remittinns ultionem. When we 
ſuffer ſuch horrible thir<s, we do not ſo much as 
reliſt them in words, but commit the revenge 
only to God. Thus they choſe to ſuffer, and 
thought themſclves called: thereunnto by their 
Religion. 

And if we would be truly Chriftrans, this muſt 
be our temper, this our practice. And I hope 
in what concerns our duty, whether to God, or 
Man, we ſhall rake our meaſures from Chriſt, 
and primitive Religion, and not from ſuch hot 


and rehbcllious Zealots, who with God in ther | 


mouths will violate all that is ſacred and juſt, in 
their ations. 

I would only ſ1y one thm? more. H-re is an 
horrible Plot diſcovered. againſt the Lite of rhe 
K ins, and His Royal Highneſs : and this calls: npon 
us all who have bur an ordinary kindnefR, ad 


re(pcAt to. His Maj ſty and the Government, for 


ra 
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two duties': The Firſt is, ta Pay unto God, an 
hearty Acknowledgment tor his tender and Par- 
ticular Providence over the King, and indeed in 
him, over us all, fince in his Preſervation,” we 
inzoy our Lives, ad Eſtates, our Liberties, and 
Religion. The other duty 1s, to ſet a mark upon 
thoſe Men, and fuch Principles, which would 
have murdered the beſt of Kings, and the moſt 
Loyal part of the Nation, under a pretence of 
defending Liberty, and Proteſtant- Religiov. How 
far this wretched Plot it {elt, 1; believed, or whe- 
ther believed to be the Plot of thole Men againſt 
whom it is both Charged, and Proved, [ cannot 
ſay ; bur this I will ſay, that the PraGtice of what 
they would have done, is fo like, what by their 
Preachers they are taught to do, that it we do 
but conſider by whom the Diſjenters are led, it 
is no wonder at all to find them fo ready to do 
m'ſ:hiet. 

And as I was ſaying at firſt, that their Prin- 
ciples do ſo naturally tend to Rebellion, that they 
can never be made good SubyeQs, but by rc 
nouncing their Maſters, and their Do&rines ; So 
I now add, that if thove be any one of them that 
1s kind to the Government, it is the goodneſs 
more of his Nature than Perſuaſion, if they do 
believe their own Guides, I ſhall inſtance but 
_ -1n a few, but thoſe few, ſach as were notorioully 
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achiye ig the. detcuftion ot. rhe Royal. Maztyy; and 
have, been Teachrys. of the People in. Conventicles 
ſince the Return of his preſent Majeſty. 

Mr. Calaniy, in a Speech at Gu:ld-Hall, upon 
the, calling in. ofthe Scots to afſiſt the Rebellion, 


"to encourage fo Pious a Cauſe, did aflure his 


Auditors, that had he himſelf as many Lives as 
Hairs upon his Head, he would Sacritice all in 
that Quarrel. A bleſſed Preſident for a faftious 
Pepple ! Nay, and as to that vecy Principle upon 
which, this wicked Plot was grounded, ( vis. ) 


the pretence of preſerving Liberty and Religion, 


he dehivers his Opinion, | T hat for-Peace and Re- 
, to' Fight againſt 
29. Theſes. The 
- maine more 
magiſterially, nor to, more; nulchievous purpoſes : 
And indeed the Teſnit and. the "6 hott pro- 
ceed by the ſame meafures ; for to. gain th: 
People to Fight againſt their Prince, they will at 
any. time make over to them, the, Sovereignty : 
And then as Mr. Calamy aflerts, all Loyal Sub- 
jects (-as now. 1t. is pretended ) arc the betrayers 
of Religion, and Liberty ; and thoſe (ſays he 
that fought. under the King's Bagaer, did endea- 
vour, b Sfyoudy and traitcrous| ways, to-dub- 
vert: Religion, and . Property. ' So..that here 13 
Treaſon found in the King, againſt his Sovereign 
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Lord the People ! Therefore he declares the Re- 


bellion to be ſo much God's. Cauſe, that who-- 
ever dyed in it,.. would dye a Martyr. Sermon- 


to the Peers. 

Mr Penkins, another of the fame holy ſtamp, 
after rhe War-which he had Preach'd up, was 
ended, and he had J-ifure to calculate the Thou- 
lands, both of Men and Money, conſumed upon 
thar- fatal occaſion, and had alſo weighed the 
King's Bloud, and all his SubjeQs-rhat Had been 


Murder'd, againſt the Covenant; he fets down. 


his Opinion at the foot of the Account, that+ the 
removal of the King, anc Biſhop s, was a ſufficient 
" payment for all thefſan : aſure that had 
been ſpent in thoſg be cnonddom Shes; ;t is no 
wonder at- all,. f ch e i we ' net" the 
bloud of Kings, "nd" their Peop! 
and Proteftant-Religian 


, will anſwer for it all. 


And for that, you ſhall hear Mr.. Baxter too, 


( who has-ſtill the guidance of -Conſciences, and 


is Maſter of @ Conventicle )' dedarmg, That. 


where Religion and Liberty, are_che queftibn, it 


is not to be.,queſtion'd at all, but-thar/the King, ' 
and all that adhere to: him may be murder'd. . 


Upon this account perbaps, he. -*to the 


whole World' by way of bozft;" t he tad 


we ;  Boftrmittinn" 
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Preached Thotlands mto' the, War,” And! thar. 


his. own being ingaged. in, 1t; was the” greateſt 
outward 
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outward Service he ever perform'd to God. Pay. 
141. HC. Nay, and lays down that infamous 
as well as Treaſonable Principle ; That if he had 
taken up Arms againſt the Parliament, his Con- 
ſcience tells him h& had been a Traytor. A rare 
Chriſtian Conſcience, for a Preacher -of Chiiſt, 
and one that had taken the Oath of Allegiance, 
to declare it to be Treaſon to defend his Liege 
Lord. But this Gentleman was better read'in 
Scripture than onr Laws; - and indeed one would 
think ſo, that ſhall fee him urge all thoſe Texts * 
of it, that were intended for lawtul Governours, 


to preſs Obedience to thig.a d Powers ; thoſe 
he ſaid, could, ati thout-damnarion, 
my mg alty in this Man's 


15 the ihpar fereflion. For 
Rebellion againſt the King&& thinks; t1ceds ro 
Repentance, or no Mercy, 8 therefore, ( ſays 
he) havitg' ſearched into the matter of F a4, as 
to my concernment in the War,'F am far 
from” Repenting, that I coirld not : Debear doing 
the Fog titider tle fame circumſtances. And 
truly Cuſtom in thi matrer is a very tine thing, 
he that has praiſed ſo well againſt one Prince, 
cars telF how the better ro deal with anorher. 

And a to Priticesin getieral, the fate Dr/Owen, 
that had ſo- many Diſciples at his ifeer, "has Je 
dard, Thee when Kings command unriphtcous 


E 2 things, 


” 
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Paſtor. Obedience, 


_ ling, and their Subjefs do,obty;them; bo doubt 


bur. the; deſtruction of ' rhe both is)wiſt ,. and 
rightcons, And it is ro -doubt 'if theſe Caſnifts 
cou derermine it as readily by: the Sword, as 
with thetr. Feus,”" Ard though indeed they have 
Hypocritie , and! Impuderce , equal to their 
\y ickedneſs, and would, bear the World in band, 
thag they are Harmleis and Innocent, yet from 
then it is chat the Eafie and the; Zealous;- are 
taught .ro. defie Government, and put! in praGice 
the worſt Principles of their Maſters, 1 heed 
rot inſtance in any more particylars,:Calvin,-and 
Beza, Knox and Bughgyay,: bave taught the\whole 
Herd of Dillenteetthomtible things, that as 


they themſelves 1,-have-in all 
Nations prov'd t continual diſturbance of 
the Peace,. and Murder of: a great\many 


Princes, as does ar in Hiſtory.. And indeed 
the firſt Man in Story, that ſpake evil of Kings, 
was a Separatift, St. Ambroſe tells us of Lucifer 
Caralitanus, who ſpok bard things ok Conflantivs: 
the Arrian Emperons 5 but the Father obſcrves, 
that he was one that did Separate from' Church- 
Communion. After that, tho. Popes of Rome, 
and with them ſince have joyn'd.'the Rrevbitery, 
both the one aud the other, having declined from 
Primitive Piety, fell off from their Loyalty alſo, 
and reckon it no. Sin, .ta Curſe or Rebell againſt 

theie. 


- 


"Stated and Aﬀerted. 


—_ 


their Prince. But in all the firſt timesof Religion, 
for ſome hundreds of Years, the Chriſtians by 
their Books, and by their Bloud, gave Teſtimony 
that Kings are m no caſe to be Conſpired againſt 
or Reſiſted. Hence Tertullaan tells us for the 
honour of Chriſtianity, that when there -was a 
Rebellion made againſt a Bloudy, and a Cruet 
Emperour, out of pretenice for Keligion, and the 
Publick-Good, the Chriſtians then would not be 
inſnared mto Evil by the glorious Baits of Liberty 
and Relrgion. 

And to conclude, Chriſt never gave any other 
Rules than what-are in the, Text, Obedience and 
Patience, the one\wihmmni thence commands as 

2 he commands 


. © Andtits we cither obey- 

{Chi Hd, ſhall dye like 
ſuch, and He that calls tis ro Grace, will one 
day bring us to Glory, and Crown both our 
Doings and our Sufferings, with Peace and Glory, . 
and Immortality. 


